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“Test Valley Brass to work with World Renown Virtuoso”
Andover based Test Valley Brass Band who recently celebrated their 40th Anniversary has just notched up another first.  Over the years the various bands within the group have been very successful on the contest stage, but recently they have secured the services of World Renowned Euphonium Virtuoso ‘Steven Mead’. 
Steven Mead needs no introduction to brass enthusiasts around the world as his playing and teaching have become known to virtually all who have a love for the euphonium.

As a soloist his career as a professional solo performer continues to break new ground. With over 75 solo performances a year his relentless schedule sees him touring almost constantly.

This remarkable solo career followed on from the successes he achieved as a member of several of the UK’s leading brass bands. Nowadays he travels constantly and performs regularly with some of the finest brass, wind and symphonic ensembles in the world.

He has played solo concerti with symphony orchestras in Norway (Trondheim Symphony Orchestra) , Finland (Lahti Symphony Orchestra cond.Osmo Vänskä, and Helsinki Philharmonic cond. Elgar Howarth), Poland (Capella Cracoviensis), USA (Minneapolis Pops Orchestra), Canada, Italy, Germany (Stuttgart Philharmonic) Japan (Japan Chamber Orchestra), and Lithuania.

As a soloist he has played with most of the leading brass and military bands in the world including Band of the Garde Republicaine (Paris, France) The Central Band of the RAF (London, UK) The Italian Police Band (Rome, Italy), The Dutch Marine Band (Rotterdam,Netherlands) The US Army Band (Washington DC, USA).

He has been described as one of the world’s most recorded solo brass artists with nearly 50 CDs produced since 1990!

Chris Sharp, Musical Director of Test Valley Brass Senior Band commented “I can’t quite believe we have achieved this, Steven is a real Icon in the Brass Band World and to have him coming to Andover and working with Test Valley Brass is just fantastic.”  He continues, “Steven will be working with the whole group of bands within the Test Valley Brass family, the Senior Band, Youth Band and Frosty’s.  He will be with us for a full day in March, coaching, teaching, educating and then will perform with us at the Lights Theatre on 15th May.  This concert will include some solo’s, duets and ensemble work along with pieces by the bands.  It is anticipated that this concert will sell out quickly so please contact the band or the Lights Theatre to book a seat.” Chris concluded “We are very grateful for Steven agreeing to work with us and everyone within Test Valley Brass is very excited.”

The family of Test Valley Brass Bands continues to build on its strong foundations of working for all the members of the band, to perform at the highest level possible while bringing enjoyment to those involved and the wider community.
To find out more about the family of Test Valley Brass Bands, their future engagements or how they can help you learn a Brass Instrument please visit their website www.testvalleybrass.co.uk or contact secretary@testvalleybrass.co.uk
